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kinds of racial and ethnic groups, all kinds of
religious and cultural traditions, bound together
by their common heritage in this great land.
You don’t have to say anything about it.

One of the folks that walked in with me said
that he was so pleased to see the spirit of the
Olympics taking over when he saw some North
Korean and South Korean athletes sitting and
talking together at dinner. I’ve been trying to
get the North and South Koreans to talk for
4 years, and I haven’t done it. I’ve been trying
to get it done for 4 years, and I haven’t done
it.

So tonight when you walk into that opening
ceremony and billions of eyes all over the world
are on you, you carry the symbol of all that
we have become not only in fact, but in the
eyes and the spirit and the hopes of the rest
of the world. And just as surely as those of
us who work in the diplomatic area or the fine

people who wear the uniform of the United
States military, you will become a symbol.

I want you to win all the medals you can.
I want you to mop up and do great. But I
want you to realize that just by being what you
already are, you are a source of enormous pride
to our country and an inspiration to the world.
And I hope tonight and these next couple of
weeks are the greatest times of your life.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in the
Olympic Village. In his remarks, he referred to
G. Wayne Clough, president, Georgia Institute of
Technology; LeRoy T. Walker, president, U.S.
Olympic Committee; Teresa Edwards and Bruce
Baumgartner, members of the 1996 U.S. Olympic
team; and former U.S. Olympians Clyde Scott,
Mark Spitz, and Edwin Moses.

Statement on Signing the National Children’s Island Act of 1995
July 19, 1996

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1508, the
National Children’s Island Act. This bill author-
izes the transfer of Federal land to the District
of Columbia for the development of a cultural,
educational, family-oriented recreation park and
a children’s playground on two man-made is-
lands in the District of Columbia’s Anacostia
River. The two islands in question, Kingman
and Heritage, were created in 1916 by the Army
Corps of Engineers from dredge material in the
Anacostia. This project has the potential of
bringing much needed development to the area,
providing recreational space for children and
families, and reclaiming vacant land that, at the
present, is in very poor condition.

At the same time, I am strongly committed
to making sure that any development on these
islands proceeds in an environmentally sound
and sensitive manner. Under this legislation, all
development plans for Children’s Island—
whether for the recreation park, playground, re-
lated structures, bridges or roads—must be re-
viewed and approved by both the District of
Columbia and the National Capital Planning
Commission (NCPC). I will be looking to the
NCPC as the Federal watchdog to make sure

that all development plans are consistent with
the preservation of the natural and cultural re-
sources on the site and in the vicinity. To this
end, I have today issued a memorandum to the
Chair of the NCPC setting forth the principles
that should guide the NCPC in its review of
plans for the development of Children’s Island.

In particular, I have asked the NCPC to take
a careful look at the project to make sure that
both environmental safeguards—including those
contained in the original plan approved by the
NCPC and the National Park Service—and rec-
reational needs are met. In this regard, the
NCPC must ensure that the level of develop-
ment chosen be appropriate to the area with
due regard to the surrounding neighborhoods,
the ecosystem management initiatives for the
Anacostia River, and preservation of the integrity
of the nearby parkland. Moreover, the NCPC
must ensure that development plans are con-
sistent with the principles of environmental jus-
tice contained in Executive Order No. 12898
of February 11, 1994. Further, the National
Park Service, as an adjacent landowner, should
fully participate in the NCPC process.
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In addition, I stated to the NCPC that, in
conducting its review, the NCPC should be cer-
tain that the requirements of the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act be met. The NCPC should
carefully consider all alternatives, including the
no action alternative of not moving forward if
adverse impacts are identified that are severe
and unavoidable.

I also asked the NCPC to afford the public
maximum opportunity for comment. This will
allow the proposed planning process to reflect
the full range of views about development of
the islands.

Further, I am directing the Secretary of the
Interior, Secretary of Defense, and Adminis-
trator of General Services—all of whom are rep-
resented on the NCPC—to ensure that the
NCPC’s review of this project emphasize chil-
dren’s recreation and education, the protection
and restoration of the Anacostia watershed, and

the public interest of the adjacent neighbor-
hoods.

Should the development plans for Children’s
Island ultimately not pass muster with the
NCPC or the District of Columbia, so that the
park is not built, the Act provides that the is-
lands will revert back to the National Park Serv-
ice.

It is my expectation that this legislation will
promote the development of these islands in
a manner that will serve the economic and rec-
reational needs of the District of Columbia
while at the same time preserving our important
natural and cultural resources.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 19, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 1508, approved July 19, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–163.

Memorandum on National Children’s Island
July 19, 1996

Memorandum for the Chair of the National
Capital Planning Commission

Subject: National Children’s Island

Today I signed into law H.R. 1508, the Na-
tional Children’s Island Act, which authorizes
the development of a family-oriented recreation
park and a children’s playground on islands in
the Anacostia River in the District of Columbia.
The creation of this project has had the strong
support of the District of Columbia government.
In addition, the National Park Service has
worked for many years to improve this area.
The project will bring much needed develop-
ment into the area.

While it is my intent that this opportunity
be made available to the children of the District
of Columbia, I am also strongly committed to
making sure that any development of these is-
lands is consistent with the preservation of the
natural and cultural resources on the site and
in the vicinity. I will be looking to the National
Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) as the
Federal watchdog to achieve these dual goals.

The Act specifies that any development plan
be reviewed and approved by the NCPC. I ex-
pect the NCPC to be guided by the following
principles:

• The project should fully conform to the
design, height, density, and other environ-
mental and developmental safeguards con-
tained in the plat filed in the Office of
the Surveyor of the District of Columbia
under S.O. 92–252.

• The NCPC should fully comply with the
requirements of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act in reviewing the pro-
posed project and associated structures, in-
cluding transportation components. In
doing so, the NCPC should ensure that
all members of the affected community
and other interested parties have ample op-
portunity to participate in the development
of alternatives and to review and comment
on the analysis of impacts. The NCPC
should carefully consider all alternatives,
including the no action alternative, in its
review. Its ultimate goal should be to en-
sure appropriate development on the site
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